
1 SPEECH AND EXPRESSION—PUBLIC INSTITUTIONSOFHIGHER EDUCATION, §261H.2

261H.2 Policy adoption.
The state board of regents and the board of directors of each community college shall adopt

a policy that includes all of the following statements:
1. That the primary function of an institution of higher education is the discovery,

improvement, transmission, and dissemination of knowledge by means of research,
teaching, discussion, and debate. This statement shall provide that, to fulfill this function,
the institution must strive to ensure the fullest degree of intellectual freedom and free
expression allowed under the first amendment to the Constitution of the United States.
2. a. That it is not the proper role of an institution of higher education to shield

individuals from speech protected by the first amendment to the Constitution of the United
States, which may include ideas and opinions the individual finds unwelcome, disagreeable,
or even offensive.
b. That it is the proper role of an institution of higher education to encourage diversity of

thoughts, ideas, and opinions and to encourage, within the bounds of the first amendment
to the Constitution of the United States, the peaceful, respectful, and safe exercise of first
amendment rights.
3. That students and faculty have the freedom to discuss any problem that presents itself,

assemble, and engage in spontaneous expressive activity on campus, within the bounds of
established principles of the first amendment to the Constitution of the United States, and
subject to reasonable time, place, andmanner restrictions that are consistent with established
first amendment principles.
4. That the outdoor areas of campus of an institution of higher education are public

forums, open on the same terms to any invited speaker subject to reasonable time, place, and
manner restrictions that are consistent with established principles of the first amendment to
the Constitution of the United States.
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